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Legalization was sold as a public-safety win. The peer-reviewed record and federal data tell a different story: arrests for
violent and property crime climb after legalization, dispensaries cluster crime around them, and the U.S. is now the world's
largest illegal marijuana market — run by Chinese transnational criminal organizations operating inside “legal” states.
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Six categories of crime climbed in Oregon vs. non-
legalized states. 1

Property crime
UCR PART I +365
Larceny +205
Burglary +104
Motor-vehicle theft +56
Violent crime +49
Aggravated assault +39
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66%
of all DEA-seized illegal marijuana in 2024 came
from Oklahoma alone. 10

900K+
illegal plants pulled from 855 California sites in 12
weeks. 10

~80%
of 3,000+ illegal Oklahoma grows tied to foreign
organized crime are Chinese networks. 11,12
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Crime grew faster than the rest of the country.

+14.2%
PROPERTY CRIME, 2013→18

+36.5%
VIOLENT CRIME, 2013→18

Colorado's 2016 crime rate grew ~11× faster than the 30 largest U.S. cities. 3

F E D E R A L  R E S E R V E  B A N K  O F  K A N S A S  C I T Y 4

Crime-related arrests rose in legalizing states.

VIOLENT +18%
PROPERTY +16%
Staggered diff-in-diff across treated states found legalization associated with rising
violent and property crime arrests.

D I S P E N S A RY  P R O X I M I T Y 5 , 6 , 7

+30%
Crime within 500 meters of a Chicago dispensary opening.

Each new Chicago recreational dispensary opening lifted crime in its 500-m halo.
Denver neighborhoods adjacent to marijuana businesses saw +84.8 property crimes
per year vs. those without one. 6,7

U S E R S ,  PA RT N E R S  &  V I C T I M S 8 , 9

~2×
The violent-behavior rate among daily users vs. non-users (ages
18–34).

Daily marijuana users 18–34 show nearly double the violent-behavior rate of non-
users. 8 A separate peer-reviewed study linked legalization to a 20% increase in
intimate-partner violence. 9
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All statistics on this brief are drawn from peer-reviewed studies, federal
sources (DEA, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City), and o_cial state crime
statistics. Where a single anding appears in multiple cited sources, the most
rigorous primary source is named in-text.

1. Wu, G., Wen, M., & Wilson, F. A. (2021). Impact of recreational marijuana
legalization on crime: Evidence from Oregon. Journal of Criminal Justice,
72, 101742.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S00472352
20302361

2. Colorado Bureau of Investigation crime statistics, 2013–2018, as
compiled in the SAM Impact Report 2026–2027, p. 42.
https://learnaboutsam.org/impact-report-2026-2027

3. Mitchell, K. (2017). Crime rate in Colorado increases much faster than
rest of the country. The Denver Post.
https://www.denverpost.com/2017/07/11/colorado-sees-big-inc
rease-crime-10-percent-higher-murder-rate/

4. Brown, J. P., Cohen, E. D., & Felix, A. (2023). The Evolving Impacts of
Recreational Marijuana Legalization on State Outcomes. Federal Reserve
Bank of Kansas City Research Working Paper.
https://www.kansascityfed.org/research/research-working-pap
ers/

5. Kong, X. (2023). The impact of recreational marijuana dispensaries on
local crime in Chicago. Department of Economics, Rutgers University.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13lxU1amXl6kNxcanpO4cHzHXBz
bgvG20/view

6. Freisthler, B., Gaidus, A., Tam, C., Ponicki, W. R., & Gruenewald, P. J. (2017).
From medical to recreational marijuana sales: Marijuana outlets and
crime in an era of changing marijuana legislation. Journal of Primary
Prevention, 38(3), 249–263.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28451984/

7. Hughes, L. A., Schaible, L. M., & Jimmerson, K. (2019). Marijuana
dispensaries and neighborhood crime and disorder in Denver, Colorado.
Justice Quarterly, 37(3), 1–25. Also: Wu, G. & Willits, D. W. (2022). Simple
assault in Oregon.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07418825.2019.1
567807

8. Volkow, N. D., et al. (2024). Associations of cannabis use, use frequency,
and cannabis use disorder with violent behavior among young adults in
the United States. NIDA.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38677161/

9. Baggio, M., Chong, A., & Suryanarayana, R. (2024). High times and troubled
relationships: Recreational marijuana laws and intimate partner violence.
Drug and Alcohol Dependence.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1570
677X24000510

10. U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. (2025). 2025 National Drug Threat
Assessment — §Marijuana, pp. 53–57: California EPIC operation results,
Oklahoma seizure share, Chinese TCO dominance anding.
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/2025Nationa
lDrugThreatAssessment.pdf

11. Rotella, S., Berg, K., Yalch, G., & Adcock, C. (2024). Gangsters, money and
murder: How Chinese organized crime is dominating America's illegal
marijuana market. ProPublica.
https://www.propublica.org/article/chinese-organized-crime-
us-marijuana-market

12. Im, D. H. (2024). Testimony before the House Select Committee on the
Chinese Communist Party on illicit Chinese marijuana cultivation in the
United States; supplemented by Chicago HIDTA (2021), Illinois Marijuana
Legalization Impact Report.
https://www.congress.gov/118/meeting/house/117142/document
s/HHRG-118-ZS00-20240416-SD001.pdf

S M A RT A P P R O A C H E S  T O  M A R I J U A N A 2  /  2

W W W. L E A R N A B O U T S A M . O R G

S O U R C E S  ·  M A R I J U A N A  &  C R I M E

Endnotes.


