We MUST Do Better to End the Carnage on Our

Roadways Caused by Impaired Driving
by Erica Linn, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD)

It's that time of year again, filled with the joy of office parties, holiday parties, and
celebrations of the season. However, for many, this is also a season of tremendous
grief and loss as we miss those who should still be here with us around our tables. |
know this latter part firsthand: | am a victim/survivor who lost both of her parents at the
hands of a drunk driver on my birthday in October 2016.

Sadly, my story is not uncommon. My parents were driving on a residential road in
Westchester County, New York, at 2:00 in the afternoon when they were struck head-on
by an impaired driver going 65 mph in a 30-mph area. My parents' car was thrown 30
feet into a wooded area, and they both had to be extracted from their totaled car. The
woman who killed my parents drank a bottle of Jack Daniels at home and then drove to
a bar, where she had 2 vodkas and 2 “buy backs.”. She then made the choice to reenter
her vehicle, selfishly, recklessly, and violently taking the lives of my adored parents with
one swift action. Her BAC (blood alcohol concentration) was three times the legal limit
and there were traces of both cannabis and Xanax in her bloodstream.

How does one reconcile the violent and 100% preventable act of killing or maiming
innocent lives through impaired driving? For me, it was to dedicate the rest of my life to
preventing others from knowing the unimaginable loss | have had to live with every day.
Since that fateful day, | have never again celebrated a birthday. | never had the
opportunity to say “goodbye,” or “I love you”, to either of my parents. That is an
additional cruelty imposed by an impaired driver.

MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) was there for me from day one and helped me
accept my new normal as we walked together through my grief as well as the criminal
and civil cases. Since my parents' death, | have dedicated myself to being a voice for
the community of people who, like me, thought this could never happen to them. By
serving as a spokesperson for MADD, as well as by advocating for stiffer impaired
driving legislation in both Albany & Washington DC, | have seen firsthand the struggles
of those who are affected by impaired driving.

| wish | could share some good news, but the truth is that in the more than seven years |
have been working as a volunteer with MADD, the numbers are going the wrong way.
We are experiencing a 52% increase in drunk driving fatalities on New York roadways
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with no end in sight. Tragically, two out of three people will be affected by drunk driving
in their lifetime.

MADD is deeply alarmed by the historic rise of traffic deaths nationwide and has called
on states that have legalized, or will legalize, recreational cannabis to establish strong
provisions that will help prevent cannabis-impaired & multi substance impaired driving &
underage consumption. While MADD does not take a position on the legalization of
recreational cannabis, the same way MADD does not oppose alcohol sales and
consumption, our mission is to prevent and educate about the horrific consequences of
the choice to drive when consuming ANY impairing drug.

According to an Ipsos survey commissioned by MADD on the usage of cannabis
impaired driving, 41% of respondents believe that driving under the influence of
cannabis is safer than driving under the influence of alcohol. This ignorance must be
corrected.

So, moving forward, what can we do regarding impaired driving? MADD is currently
advocating for the following laws to be passed in New York and nationwide that would
save thousands of lives per year:

e Legislation that seeks to lower the state alcohol-impaired driving limit to .05 BAC
to help prevent and deter driving while under the influence of multiple
substances, including alcohol and cannabis.

e Legislation supporting the prosecution of drug-impaired drivers.

e Adding cannabis to the list of impairing drugs.

Currently, an arresting officer must be able to reference the drug causing driving
impairment to charge them, and the drug must come from a specific list. Cannabis is
currently not on this list, therefore, there would be no drugged driving charge for a
person involved in a crash while under the influence of cannabis. This proposed law
would ensure that those driving impaired on cannabis would be held accountable for
their actions.

To summarize, we need all hands-on deck to tackle this public health and safety crisis.
We all need to become educators, advocates, and warriors to ensure that the
devastation that impaired driving causes comes to a screeching halt. | urge all of you
reading this article to reach out to your lawmakers and tell them to pass this life-saving
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legislation so that you may never have to experience an empty chair at your table due to
a 100% preventable crime that devastates families and communities at large.

Erica Linn lost both of her parents on October 28, 2016, due to the 100% preventable crime of a
drunk driving crash. Since that time, Erica has dedicated her life to working with Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD) to make sure that others may never know the unimaginable pain of losing
loved ones in such a violent, senseless way. She is most proud of her lifesaving work as an activist
and spokesperson for MADD. Erica has served on MADD'’s National Board of Directors and is
currently serving on MADD’s Regional Board of Directors for New York, New Jersey and
Pennsylvania. Erica believes that together we can end drunk driving by creating awareness and
educating our communities, by working closely with law enforcement partners, advocating for stiffer
legislation to eradicate drunk and drugged driving, and working with the countless number of victims
and survivors to help them accept their new normal after crashes that have caused fatalities and life
altering injuries. Erica is committed to doing this work until there is a day when there are No More
Victims.
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