Delta-8 THC

Delta-8 THC is a synthetic cannabinoid derived from the
hemp plant and is virtually identical to Delta-9 THC, the
psychoactive component of marijuana that produces a
“high.” Delta-8 carries similar risks including addiction,
intoxication, and psychosis but is commercially legal
federally and in many states and is sold in candy and
vape-form at gas stations, convenience stores, and online.

Self-reported side effects from Delta-8 THC use and
intoxication include: psychiatric disorders; respiratory,
thoracic and mediastinal disorders; nervous system
disorders including anxiety and paranoia (1).

Delta-8 THC products are the result of a loophole
in the 2018 Farm Bill

Delta-8 products are on the market as a result of the
2018 Farm Bill that legalized hemp and hemp-derived
products. Delta-8 THC products are not extracted from
a marijuana plant, but instead are synthetically
produced through a chemical process (isomerization)
that converts hemp-derived CBD into Delta-8 THC.

Delta-8 THC has been responsible for an
uptick in poison control cases

Since January 2021, America’s Poison Centers have
managed 9,360 Delta-8 THC related exposure cases
(6). Nearly half of these cases were accidental
exposure to children. One pediatric case was coded
with a medical outcome of death (7).

Delta-8 THC Poison Control Exposures
from America’s Poison Centers (6)
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Federal ambiguity has resulted in a
atchwork of state laws at various
evels of enforcement

Hemp-derived THC products, including
Delta-8 THC have been banned in over
half of states and are regulated in dozens
more. Nearly every state has a different
law, but because of the federal loophole,
these products are widely available on the
internet and are shipped to all 50 states.

In one study, only 14% of Delta-8 THC
online sellers had some form of age
verification system for purchases. Out of
44 companies, only 5 used an age
verification form in compliance with the
FDA age requirements and state laws,
requiring the customer to upload a photo
of a government ID. One other required a
signature on delivery of the package. The
remaining 38 only had a pop-up asking
the user to confirm they are over 18 or 21,
with no other controls or verification (3).

Delta-8 is often manufactured in unsanitary
conditions with the help of poisonous
chemicals (7).
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