Marijuana, Opioids, and Pain Management

“IPIrescription opioids were seen as a wonder drug, especially for pain management...We
should not repeat history with yet another wonder drug installed before proper evidence.”’

Marijuana legalization has not reduced opioid prescriptions

Many studies that have claimed that medical marijuana laws are related to reduced opioid overdose rely
on group-level data instead of individual data. Group-level data can show trends but cannot be directly
applied to individuals. Studies that focus on individual data and can tie marijuana use directly to opioid
use and opioid use disorder are superior and show a much different picture.

In one study that relied on individual data,
marijuana users were:2
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The opioid crisis appears
to be worsening where
marijuana has been
egalized.
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Marijuana users are more likely
to abuse opioids

A 2019 McMaster
University Study
analyzed the impact
of marijuana use
and illicit opioid use
during methadone
maintenance
therapy:®
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Marijuana did not
lead to reduced
opioid use during
treatment
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Opioid overdose fatalities have increased in
Colorado since legalization

Marijuana is often used with other substances

Rather than discouraging polysubstance use, or the use
of multiple drugs, marijuana legalization is associated
with further use, misuse, and dependence on other drugs.

A 2021 University of Queensland Study found that
marijuana users who began using as adults were:6

36.8x Y 3.2x

more likely to more likely to
use illicit be heavy
drugs drinkers

7.3x

more likely to
be daily
smokers

Marijuana use can decrease pain thresholds,
with users requiring more opioid medication
both during and after surgery’
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