
Quick Facts on Marijuana Legalization
MORE NEW AND DAILY USERS
While first time use of almost every other substance is trending 
downward, In 2019 there were 9,529 new marijuana users each day; 
roughly 1,200 more than there were in 2018.1 
Not only are new users increasing, but daily use is increasing.2  
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Past year initiation of substance use 
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6,200,000 13,800,000
daily users in 2009 daily users in 2019

THC potency in plant material has increased from 1–3% 
THC in the 1970s4 to 18-23% today while increasingly 
popular THC concentrate potency 
can reach 90-95%.5 

INCREASING THC POTENCY

Contrary to popular belief, marijuana is a harmful drug. There are over 20,000 peer-reviewed research articles 
linking marijuana use to severe mental health outcomes, as well as consequences for physical health.9

EXPERTS: 
MARIJUANA IS 

ADDICTIVE AND 
HARMFUL

American Medical Association12, World Health Organization (2016), National 
Academy of Sciences (2017), National Institutes of Health13, American Society 
for Addiction Health14, American Academy of Pediatrics15, American Academy of 
Child Adolescent Psychiatry16, United Nations Drug Control Programme17, Center 
for Substance Abuse Prevention18, and Marijuana Anonymous19.

Even though Black and white 
people use marijuana at 

similar rates, a Black person 
is almost four times as likely 
to be arrested for marijuana 

possession than a white 
person.6 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Funds generated from 

marijuana tax revenue are 
not enough to fix budget 

shortfalls. In Colorado, for every 
$1 of tax revenue, the state 
spends $4.50 counteracting 

legalization’s effects.7 

BUDGETARY IMPACTS

$$
$$

Marijuana is now involved in 
more than one of every four 
road deaths in Colorado.10 
A 2020 study found that 

nationwide legalization would be 
associated with 6,800 excess 

roadway deaths annually.11 

DRUGGED DRIVING
Legalization has led to 

greater black-market activity 
than ever before.8 The illicit 
market cannot be regulated 
away; it hinders existing law 
enforcement efforts to curtail 

illicit drug trafficking.

ILLICIT MARKET

!

“Concentrates are as close 
to the cannabis plant as 

strawberries are to frosted 
strawberry Pop Tarts.”20 THC candy, shatter, and crumble

%
 T

HC
 po

ten
cy

 in
 m

ar
iju

an
a p

lan
t m

ate
ria

l21
 

0

5

10

15

20
% THC

191995 96 97 98 99 2000 181716151401 100908070605040302 131211



Endnotes

1 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2019). Results from the 2018 National Survey on Drug Use 
and Health: Detailed tables. Rockville, MD: Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration. Retrieved from https://www.samhsa.gov/data/
2 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2019). Results from the 2018 National Survey on Drug Use 
and Health: Detailed tables. Rockville, MD: Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration. Retrieved from https://www.samhsa.gov/data/
3 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2019). Results from the 2018 National Survey on Drug Use 
and Health: Detailed tables. Rockville, MD: Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration. Retrieved from https://www.samhsa.gov/data/
4 ElSohly, M. A., Ross, S. A., Mehmedic, Z., Arafat, R., Yi, B., & Banahan, B. F. (2000). Potency trends of delta9-THC and other 
cannabinoids in confiscated marijuana from 1980–1997. Journal of Forensic Sciences, 45(1), 24–30.
5 Cannabis Policy: Public Health and Safety Issues and Recommendations. Caucus on International Narcotics Control, Unit-
ed States Senate, March 3, 2021, Washington, D.C. Report, https://www.drugcaucus.senate.gov/sites/default/files/02%20March%20
2021%20-%20Cannabis%20Policy%20Report%20-%20Final.pdf.
6 American Civil Liberties Union. (2020, April 20). A Tale of Two Countries: Racially Targeted Arrests in the Era of Marijuana Re-
form (Rep.). Retrieved April 9, 2021, from https://www.aclu.org/report/tale-two-countries-racially-targeted-arrests-era-marijuana-reform.
7 Economic and Social Costs of Legalized Marijuana [Study]. (2018, November 15). In Centennial Institute. Retrieved February 
1, 2019, from http://www.ccu.edu/centennial/policy-briefs/marijuana-costs/.
8 Fuller, T. (2019, April 27). Getting Worse, Not Better’: Illegal Pot Market Booming in California Despite Legalization. New York 
Times. Retrieved April 5, 2021.
9 Smart Approaches to Marijuana (SAM). (2020). Lessons Learned from State Marijuana Legalization. Retrieved March 25, 
2021, from https://learnaboutsam.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020-Impact-Report1.pdf.
10 Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area. (2019). The legalization of marijuana in Colorado: The impact. https://
rmhidta.org/files/D2DF/FINAL-Volume6.pdf.
11 Kamer, R. S., Warshafsky, S., & Kamer, G. C. (2020). Change in traffic fatality rates in the first 4 states to legalize recreational 
marijuana. JAMA Internal Medicine, 180(8), 1119. doi:10.1001/jamainternmed.2020.1769.
12 Report 2 of the Council on Science and Public Health (I-13), A Contemporary View of National Drug Control Policy. (2013). 
American Medical Association. Retrieved from https://www.ama-assn.org/sites/default/files/media-browser/public/about-ama/councils/
Council%20Reports/council-on-science-public-health/i13csaph2-summary-only.pdf. and Bailey, S. (2021, April 09). Questions still 
surround cannabis use and public health. Retrieved April 9, 2021, from https://www.ama-assn.org/about/leadership/questions-still-sur-
round-cannabis-use-and-public-health
13 National Institutes of Health. (n.d.). Cannabis (marijuana) and cannabinoids: What you need to know. Retrieved May 04, 2021, 
from https://www.nccih.nih.gov/health/cannabis-marijuana-and-cannabinoids-what-you-need-to-know
14 Public Health Organizations’ Position on Medical Marijuana. [Web post, Smart Approaches to Marijuana]. (2016) Retrieved 
from https://learnaboutsam.org/the-issues/public-health-organizations-positions-on-medical-marijuana/.
15 Public Health Organizations’ Position on Medical Marijuana. [Web post, Smart Approaches to Marijuana]. (2016) Retrieved 
from https://learnaboutsam.org/the-issues/public-health-organizations-positions-on-medical-marijuana/.
16 Ibid.
17 UN commission reclassifies CANNABIS, yet still considered Harmful | | UN NEWS. (n.d.). Retrieved May 04, 2021, from 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1079132
18 Know the risks of marijuana. (n.d.). Retrieved May 04, 2021, from https://www.samhsa.gov/marijuana
19 A doctor’s opinion about marijuana addiction about marijuana addiction. (2020, November 03). Retrieved May 04, 2021, from 
https://marijuana-anonymous.org/literature/life-with-hope/life-with-hope-book/about-marijuana-addiction/
20 Jewell-Stern, F., & Luter, E. (2021, February 12). High-potency THC products are a problem we must address. Retrieved 
March 26, 2021, from https://coloradonewsline.com/2021/02/12/high-potency-thc-products-are-a-problem-we-must-address/
21 National Institute on Drug Abuse. (2021, April 02). Marijuana potency. Retrieved May 07, 2021, from https://www.drugabuse.
gov/drug-topics/marijuana/marijuana-potency. and Cannabis Policy: Public Health and Safety Issues and Recommendations. Caucus 
on International Narcotics Control, United States Senate, March 3, 2021, Washington, D.C. Report, https://www.drugcaucus.senate.
gov/sites/default/files/02%20March%202021%20-%20Cannabis%20Policy%20Report%20-%20Final.pdf.
22 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. (2019). Results from the 2018 National Survey on Drug Use 
and Health: Detailed tables. Rockville, MD: Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration. Retrieved from https://www.samhsa.gov/data/


