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The false dichotomy: “Legalization OR

incarceration?”

vs

Icons:  Ddigital Innovation, FR; Iconathon; Edward Boatman (The Noun Project)
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Cannabinoid Receptors Are Located Throughout 

the Brain and Regulate a Host of Brain Activity

• Brain Development

• Memory & Cognition

• Motivational Systems & 
Reward

• Appetite

• Immunological Function

• Reproduction

• Movement Coordination

• Pain Regulation & 
Analgesia

Source: NIDA
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Marijuana has become significantly more potent 

since the 1960s

Source: Mehmedic et al., 2010

CBD:
NON-Psychoactive 

Ingredient

THC:
Psychoactive 

Ingredient
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Marijuana is not “just a plant” anymore –

derivatives contain up to 98% THC 
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The Industry Today

Source:  Marijuana Business Journal; other media.  Icons: Marianna Nardella; Anton Gajosik; Petra Prgomet; Joey Golaw; Creative Stall; 
Luis Prado; Aha-Soft    
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Billboards

Coupons

Event sponsorships
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16%
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23%
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12%
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12©Source:  National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH, 2013 & 2014)
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A roundup of 2016 REC Initiatives 

“Yes” 

side
“No” side

Margin

outspent

Major
Groups/Indiv
Contributing

Won/Los

t 

(Spread)

Arizona $5,237,000 $5,614,000 0.9x SEVERAL
WON 

(2.6%)

California
$22,539,00

0
$2,077,000 10.8x ONE

LOST 

(14.3%) 

Maine $3,538,000 $237,000 14.9x ONE
LOST 

(0.3%)

Mass. $6,824,000 $3,061,000 2.2x SEVERAL
LOST

(7.1%)

Nevada $4,172,000 $3,472,000 1.2x* ONE
LOST 

(8.9%)

Total
$42,310,00

0

$14,461,00

0
2.9

*NB:   Most of the money raised by the “No” side in Nevada was given just weeks before the election; severely reducing its impact



23©



24©



25©



26©

Juvenile Arrest Rate Before and 

After Legalization

Source:  Colorado Department of Public Safety (March 2016)

8% 29% 58%

White

s

Hispanic

s

Blacks
Overall juvenile 

arrests

5%
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Since legalization, pot use in Colorado has steadily 

climbed, well outpacing the national average

Source: NSDUH state estimates

Percentage of population ages 12 and up 

who used marijuana in the past month

Percentage of population ages 18 to 25 

who used marijuana in the past month
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Advisory Board Letter to Hickenlooper
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NAS: Marijuana use is also associated with other 

physical and mental health issues

Sources:  National Academy of Sciences (2016); Meier et al (2012)

• Respiratory problems, including chronic bronchitis

• Injuries & deaths from car accidents

• Overdose injuries in children

• Low birth weight (where pregnant mother uses)

• Impaired learning, memory, and attention (including permanent loss 

of IQ in younger heavy users)

• Suicide
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MARIJUANA 

WONT
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Disruption -- Institutions to people 
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SAM Toolkit

• One-pagers & educational briefs (February 2017)

• Working paper on projected costs of marijuana legalization 

in Rhode Island (April 2017 – to be presented today)

• SAM testimony

• Reefer Sanity PowerPoint Slides

• SAM report on Colorado and Washington State (October 

2016)
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SAM Affiliate and Supporter programs

AFFILIATES SUPPORTERS

• For incorporated non-profit

organizations
• For individuals

• Co-brand with SAM in states &

localities

• Speak alongside SAM in states & 

localities

• Modest annual dues • Free

• Affiliate vetting process and 

affiliate agreement
• Interview & volunteer agreement

• Special training materials, 

webinars, and co-branding 

opportunities

• Special volunteer trainings, 

webinars, and events with other 

advocates
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Legislation in the 115th Congress

Protecting the Principle of Federalism in Marijuana Policies: Rep. 

Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA) – states to determine marijuana policies

Taxing and Regulating Marijuana: the Regulate Marijuana Like 

Alcohol Act, introduced by Rep. Jared Polis (D-CO), and the Marijuana 

Tax Equity Act, introduced by Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) – federal 

marijuana legalization

Making Medical Marijuana Legal Under Federal Law: The 

Compassionate Access, Research Expansion, and Respect States 

(CARERS) Act, introduced by Senators Rand Paul (R-KY), Cory Booker 

(D-NJ), and Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY): Medical marijuana legal under fed 

law & all marijuana business to access banking system. [House 

Companion, Cohen/Young)]

Marijuana Effective Drug Studies Act (Schatz/Hatch/Tillis/Coons) to 

improve researching marijuana and it’s components.*

* Indicates SAM Support
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Legislation in the 115th Congress

Medical Marijuana for Veterans: Representatives Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) 

and Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA) introduced the Veterans Equal Access Act, 

which would expand access to medical marijuana to vets.

Rohrabacher-Farr Amendment: disallows federal money spent on 

enforcing medical marijuana laws in medical marijuana states (passed 

219-189 the first year, which was followed by a vote on a similar provision 

the following year that passed by a wider margin of 242-186). *expires Apr

McClintock-Polis Amendment:  disallows federal money spent on 

enforcing all marijuana laws in all states that have passed any type of 

marijuana legalization

Various DC Appropriations Riders concerning DC legalization, Vets, 

etc.
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SAM Action App: Available Now!

• Available free in 

the Apple App 

Store and Google 

Play Store

• or text SAM to 

797-979 right now 

to get a link to 

download
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Text SAM to 797-979

• A Powerful Tool for 

Organizing

• Plan Events with 

Friends

• Call your Legislators 

within the App

• Survey your Neighbors
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Text SAM to 797-979

• Keep up on the latest 

news

• Test yourself with 

quizzes and surveys

• Learn field-tested 

messages

• Practice with friends 

before phoning your 

legislator or attending 

a townhall
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Text SAM to 797-979

• Earn points for phone 

calls or adding friends in 

the app

• Unlock badges (with real 

life prizes)

• Compete with friends on 

a leaderboard
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How can I get my hands on this fantastic 

merchandise before it’s too late?

• It’s easy!

• Custom plans available for every organization and 

context

• Just fill out one of the AWS information forms on your 

table

• We will be in touch with you by next Monday
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www.learnaboutsam.org

kevin@learnaboutsam.org

http://www.learnaboutsam.org

